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Description 

This invention relates to an optical device suitable 
tor use, tor example, as a spatial light modulator (SLM) 
for use in a display device. The device is particularly suit- & 
able for use in an autostereoscopic three dimensional 
(3D) display device, but may alternatively be used in oth- 
er types of device. The invention also relates to a direc- 
tional display. 

Autostereoscopic display devices are used in a 
number of applications, for example 3D television, 3D 
professional imaging, and 3D computer displays. Sev- 
eral types of autostereoscopic display are known, one 
type comprising a pair of light sources which are ar- 
ranged to be illuminated alternately. The light sources 
are imaged by an optical system so as to form images 
viewable from two spaced viewing zones. An SLM is ar- 
ranged to be illuminated by the light sources. The SLM 
is controlled so that when a first one of the light sources 
is illuminated, a first image intended to be viewed by an 
observer's left eye is displayed, a second image to be 
viewed by the observer's right eye being displayed when 
the second light source is illuminated. If an observer is 
located with his left eye in one of the viewing zones and 
his right eye in the other viewing zone, by displaying suit- 
able images on the SLM, the observer will perceive a 
3D autostereoscopic image. 

An alternative type of autostereoscopic display de- 
vice includes separate SLM's arranged to display the 
two images, the optical system including a beam com- 
biner which is used to form images viewable, respec- 
tively, from two viewing zones. 

If part of the image intended to be viewed by one of 
the observer's eyes is in fact viewed by the other of the 
observer's eyes, the observer may perceive a faint dou- 
ble image which may result in the observer suffering 
from eye strain or headaches. This effect is known as 
cross-talk and, in order to minimise cross-talk, it is de- 
sirable to provide a display device in which the viewing 
zones have clearly defined boundaries which do not 
overlap one another. 

The SLM's commonly used in autostereoscopic dis- 
play devices comprise liquid crystal displays having a 
plurality of individually controllable picture elements. 
Each picture element (pixels) acts, in use, as a small 
aperture through which light may be transmitted. The 
aperture size of each pixel is defined by a patterned 
mask layer in the SLM structure, commonly known as a 
black mask layer, which comprises a dark opaque mask 
provided with a pattern of small apertures, one aperture 
for each pixel. The function of the mask layer is to stop 
light from passing through the inactive regions of the 
SLM, restricting transmission to the active pixel areas. 
Some SLM devices include other opaque features, for 
example electrode conductor lines, which serve to de- 
fine the pixel aperture area. Transmission through such 
small apertures results in diffraction. This diffraction 
causes the beams of light transmitted through the pic- 



ture elements of the liquid crystal display to spread, and 
hence results in the boundaries of the viewing zones be- 
coming blurred. Such blurring of the boundaries of the 
viewing zones causes cross-talk as illustrated in Figure 
1. 

A number of techniques are known (G Toraldo di 
Francia, Nuovo Cim Suppl 9 426 (1952), G Boyer & M 
Sechaud, Appl Optics 12 893 (1973), B R Friedon. Op- 
tica Acta 1 6 795 (1 969), B Boivin & A Boivin, Optica Acta 
27 587 (1 980)) which attempt to reduce the radius of the 
bright Airy disk at the centre of a diffraction pattern in 
order to gain an improvement in resolution, such tech- 
niques being used, for example, in the optical systems 
of telescopes. These techniques tend to result in the dif- 
fraction pattern including relatively bright higher order 
fringes. It is also known from B Dossier, P Boughon & 
P Jaquinot, Journ des Rech CNRS n11 (1950) to vary 
the transmission amplitude across the width of an aper- 
ture in order to avoid the formation of higher order dif- 
fraction fringes, the technique being used in the context 
of optical spectroscopy. In the field of liquid crystal dis- 
plays, it is known from EP 0409188 to provide a diffrac- 
tion grating in front of the liquid crystal display in order 
to blur the viewed edges of the picture elements of the 
liquid crystal display so that an observer does not per- 
ceive the grid structure of the picture elements. 

According to a first aspect of the invention, there is 
provided an optical device comprising a plurality of pic- 
ture elements, characterised in that each picture ele- 
ment has an aperture whose complex transmission 
properties vary across the aperture so as to reduce light 
diffracted into at least one non-zero diffraction order and 
to increase light in the zero diffraction order, where the 
complex transmission properties comprise at least one 
of amplitude and phase transmission properties. 

The complex transmission properties may vary in a 
lateral direction of the device. The amplitude transmis- 
sion properties of each picture element may be varied 
in the lateral direction of the device by an absorbent and/ 
or reflective means arranged to absorb and/or reflect 
light incident thereon, the absorbtion/reflection proper- 
ties of the absorbent and/or reflection means varying in 
the lateral direction of the device. 

The complex transmission properties of each aper- 
ture may be passive and fixed irrespective of the active 
state of the picture element. The absorbent and/or re- 
flective means may comprise a patterned colour filter. 
As an alternative, the absorbent and/or reflective means 
may comprise a patterned black mask layer. The black 
mask layer may be patterned using a lithographic tech- 
nique. As an alternative, the black mask layer may be 
of varying thickness. 

The absorbent and/or reflective means may com- 
prise a liquid crystal layer constituting the picture ele- 
ments having varying amplitude transmission properties 
in the lateral direction of the device. The device may 
comprise an electrode spaced by a varying distance 
from the liquid crystal layer, a dielectric layer of varying 
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thickness being provided between the electrode and the 
liquid crystal layer. As an alternative, each picture ele- 
ment may have a first electrode arranged to control the 
amplitude transmission of a first region of the picture el- 
ement and a second electrode arranged to control the 
amplitude transmission of a second region of the picture 
element adjacent the first region. 

The device may comprise phase variation means 
for varying the phase transmission across each picture 
element in the lateral direction of the device. The phase 
variation means may comprise a glass substrate includ- 
ing a region of graded refractive index. 

The phase and/or amplitude transmission proper- 
ties may vary continuously in the lateral direction of the 
device. 

The picture elements may be shaped so as to pro- 
duce diffraction in a direction other than the lateral di- 
rection of the device. The picture elements may be of 
diamond or rhombus shape. 

The device may comprise diffraction inducing 
means for selectively inducing diffraction in the lateral 
direction of the device. The diffraction inducing means 
may comprise a liquid crystal layer arranged to be con- 
trolled by a first comb-like electrode to form substantially 
opaque lines in the liquid crystal layer. The device may 
comprise a second comb-like electrode arranged to 
counteract the effect of the first comb-like electrode. As 
an alternative, the device may comprise a continuous 
electrode arranged to be used instead of the first comb- 
like electrode when diffraction in the lateral direction is 
to be minimised. 

The device may comprise a first set of picture ele- 
ments and a second set of picture elements, the second 
set of picture elements being provided with the diffrac- 
tion inducing means in the form of a series of substan- 
tially opaque stripes. 

The diffraction inducing means may comprise a 
panel provided with a series of substantially opaque 
stripes, the panel being rotatable between a position in 
which diffraction in the lateral direction of the device is 
minimised and a high diffraction position. 

The diffraction inducing means may comprise a 
panel provided with stripes of photochromic material 
and a radiation source arranged to emit radiation of a 
wavelength to which the photochromic material is sen- 
sitive. The photochromic material may be sensitive to 
ultraviolet light. 

The diffraction inducing means may comprise a 
spatial light modulator controllable to be substantially 
transparent or to display a plurality of substantially 
opaque stripes. The spatial light modulator may be a liq- 
uid crystal display. 

The complex transmission properties may vary in a 
direction normal to the lateral direction of the device. 

The device may comprise a spatial light modulator. 
As an alternative, the device may comprise a parallax 
barrier. 

According to a second aspect of the invention, there 



is provided a directional display comprising a device ac- 
cording to the first aspect of the invention. 

The display may be an autostereoscopic display. 
By varying the phase and/or amplitude transmis- 
5 sion properties of each picture element in the lateral di- 
rection of the device, diffraction in that direction can be 
reduced. Such a reduction in diffraction results in the 
production of clearer, better defined viewing zones 
which can be positioned so as to avoid, or minimise 
10 cross-talk. The improved definition of the viewing zones 
enables a greater area of each viewing zone to be used 
and, as a result, observer tracking systems can be sim- 
plified. Further, the reduction in angular spread of the 
light due to the reduction in diffraction enables the view- 
is ing zones to be located a greater distance from the op- 
tical device than is practical with existing arrangements. 
Moreover, the angular range over which the display can 
be steered is increased giving the observer greater free- 
dom of movement whilst display flicker during such 
20 steering is reduced. The display size can also be In- 
creased. Where multiple observers can view the display, 
the greater viewing width enables more observers to 
view the display simultaneously. 

The optical device may take the form of a liquid crys- 
25 tal display and have a black mask layer which is pat- 
terned so that the transmission properties of each pic- 
ture element vary from a maximum in a middle region 
of each picture element to a minimum at an edge there- 
of. Alternatively, where colour filters are used in conjunc- 
30 tion with the liquid crystal display, the optical density of 
the filters may be arranged to vary the transmission 
properties of each picture element in a lateral direction 
of the device. 

In a further alternative, the liquid crystal display may 
35 be arranged such that the edges of the liquid crystal of 
each picture element are less transmissive than the cen- 
tral region thereof. In this alternative, any technique 
which is suitable for achieving grey scaling in a liquid 
crystal display device may be used. 
40 According to a third aspect of the invention, there is 
provided a directional display comprising a display de- 
vice for displaying an image which is visible in a prede- 
termined viewing region, characterised by diffraction in- 
ducing means for selectively inducing diffraction so as 
45 to make the image visible outside the predetermined 
viewing region. 

The diffraction inducing means may be arranged to 
induce diffraction in the lateral direction of the device. 
The diffraction inducing means may comprise a liq- 
50 uid crystal layer of the display device arranged to be 
controlled by a first comb-like electrode to form substan- 
tially opaque lines in the liquid crystal layer. The display 
may comprise a second comb-like electrode arranged 
to counteract the effect of the first comb-like electrode. 
55 As an alternative, the device may comprise a continuous 
electrode arranged to be used instead of the first comb- 
like electrode when diffraction is to be minimised. 
The display may comprise a first set of picture ele- 
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embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 1 3 is a cross-sectional view of the pixel of 
Figure 12; 

s 

Figure 1 4 is a cross-sectional view of an SLM com- 
prising a plurality of picture elements of the type il- 
lustrated in Figure 13; 

10 Figures 1 5, 1 6a and 1 6b are views similar to Figure 
1 3 of alternative arrangements; 

Figures 17, 18 and 19 are cross-sectional views of 
various modifications; 

15 

Figure 20 illustrates an alternative type of display 
device; 

Figure 21 is a view of an embodiment suitable for 
20 use in the display device of Figure 20; 

Figure 22 is a diagrammatic view of a conventional 
projection system in which the invention may be in- 
corporated; 

25 

Figure 23 is a view of a projection system in accord- 
ance with an embodiment of the invention; 

Figure 24 is a view of a directional 2D display; 

30 

Figure 25 is a cross-sectional view of part of an SLM 
for use in the display of Figure 24; 

Figures 26 and 27 are views of electrodes suitable 
35 for use in the SLM of Figure 25; 

Figures 28a and 28b are views illustrating tech- 
niques for switching between two operating modes; 

40 Figure 29 is a diagrammatic view of an alternative 
pixel arrangement; 

Figures 30 and 31 are diagrammatic views of two 
alternative switchable display arrangements; 

45 

Figure 32 is a diagrammatic illustration of picture 
elements having varying complex transmission 
functions in a vertical direction as well as in a lateral 
direction; 

so 

Figure 33 is a schematic view of part of a projection 
display constituting an embodiment of the inven- 
tion. 
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ments and a second set of picture elements, the second 
set of picture elements being provided with the diffrac- 
tion inducing means in the form of a series of substan- 
tially opaque stripes. 

The diffraction inducing means may comprise a se- 
ries of substantially opaque stripes formed on the dis- 
play device, the display device being rotatable between 
a position in which diffraction laterally of the display is 
minimised and a high diffraction position. 

The diffraction inducing means may comprise a 
panel provided with stripes of photochromic material 
and a radiation source arranged to emit radiation of a 
wavelength to which the photochromic material is sen- 
sitive. The photochromic material may be sensitive to 
ultraviolet light. 

The diffraction inducing means may comprise a 
spatial light modulator controllable to be substantially 
transparent or to display a plurality of substantially 
opaque stripes. The spatial light modulator may be a liq- 
uid crystal display. 

It is thus possible to provide an arrangement which 
allows a directional display to be operated in an alterna- 
tive mode in which the relatively restricted viewing re- 
gion is extended. For instance, in the case of an auto- 
stereoscopic display, the display may be operated nor- 
mally to produce viewing regions or windows where an 
observer places his eyes in order to see a 3D image. In 
order to provide a 2D display with a larger viewing re- 
gion, the diffraction inducing means induces diffraction 
so that light from the display spreads more widely and 
the display is visible from a much larger viewing region. 
Similarly, in the case of a directional display for providing 
private viewing by one observer in a restricted region, 
the diffraction inducing means may be used to operate 
the display in a non-private mode to allow more observ- 
ers to see the display throughout a larger viewing region. 

The invention further relates to an SLM and to an 
autostereoscopic device incorporating such an optical 
device. 

The invention will further be described, by way of 
example, with reference to the accompanying drawings, 
in which:- 

Figures 1 to 8 illustrate conventional autostereo- 
scopic display devices; 

Figures 9a and 9b illustrate pixel arrangements suit- 
able for use in the devices of Figures 1 to 8; 

Figure 10 is a view similar to Figure 1 but omitting 
the SLM device in order to illustrate the diffractive 
effect of the conventional SLM device; 

Figures 11a to 11 j illustrate various shapes of trans- 
mission function and the associated intensity pro- 
files; 

Figure 1 2 illustrates a pixel in accordance with an 



55 As described hereinbefore, the display device illus- 
trated in Figure 1 comprises a pair of light sources 1a, 
1b which are arranged to illuminate a liquid crystal SLM 
device 3 through a lens 2 which is arranged so that im- 
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ages of the first and second light sources 1a, 1b are pro- 
duced at first and second viewing windows or zones 4a, 
4b. In use, an observer's left eye located in the first view- 
ing zone 4a receives light from only the first light source 
1a at the SLM device 3 across the whole width of the 
SLM device 3. Similarly, the observer's right eye located 
in the second viewing zone 4b receives light from only 
the second light source 1b at the SLM device 3 across 
the whole width thereof. 

The SLM device 3 is arranged such that, when the 
first light source 1a is illuminated, an image is displayed 
on the SLM device 3 intended to be viewed by the ob- 
server's left eye and, when the second light source 1b 
is illuminated, the SLM device 3 displays an image in- 
tended to be viewed by the observer's right eye. By dis- 
playing appropriate images, the observer perceives a 
three dimensional autostereoscopic image. 

Figure 2 illustrates an alternative type of autostere- 
oscopic display, the light sources 1a, 1b being remote 
from one another and being imaged through respective 
lenses 2a, 2b, SLM devices 3a, 3b and a beam combiner 
3c to be viewed from respective viewing windows or 
zones 4a, 4b. A further alternative is shown in Figure 3, 
this alternative being similar to that of Figure 2 with the 
exception that the light sources 1a, 1b are replaced by 
a single light source 1 , a beam splitter 1 c being arranged 
to split the light emitted by the light source 1 into a first 
part which is reflected by a mirror 1 d to be incident upon 
the lens 2a and SLM device 3a, and a second part which 
is reflected by a mirror 1 e to be incident upon lens 2b 
and SLM device 3b. The various components are ori- 
ented so that the images of the SLM devices 3a, 3b can 
be viewed from respective viewing zones 4a, 4b. 

The arrangement illustrated in Figure 4 is similar to 
that of Figure 2, the individual light sources 1a, 1b and 
lenses 2a, 2b having been replaced by respective illu- 
minators for the SLM devices 3a, 3b. The illuminators 
each comprise a backlight 1f, parallax barrier tg and 
lenticular sheet 1h. 

Each lenticule of the sheet 1h is aligned with a re- 
spective slit of the parallax barrier 1 g so that light is im- 
aged, after reflection by the beam combiner 3c, in the 
viewing zone 4b and the image displayed by the SLM 
3a is visible only within the viewing zone 4b. Similarly, 
the slits of the parallax barrier 1g and the lenticules of 
the screen 1h associated with the SLM 3b are aligned 
such that the image displayed by the SLM 3b is visible 
only in the viewing zone 4a. The SLMs 3a and 3b display 
right and left eye images so as to provide autostereo- 
scopic viewing when the viewer's eyes are located in 
the zones 4b and 4a, respectively. 

Figure 5 illustrates an autostereoscopic display 
comprising a backlight 1f, a parallax barrier 1g and an 
SLM device 3 which is arranged to display an image 
consisting of a plurality of strips of the image intended 
for the observer's left eye interlaced with strips of the 
image intended for the observer's right eye. The perio- 
dicity of the strips of the SLM device 3 and parallax bar- 



rier 1 f are such as to define one or more viewing zones 
4a from which only the image intended for the observer's 
left eye can be viewed and one or more zones from 
which only the image intended for the observer's right 
s eye can be viewed. 

Figure 6 illustrates a time-multiplexed arrangement 
similar to that of Figure 1 but in which the light sources 
1 a, 1 b are replaced by a backlight 1 f , parallax barrier 1 g 
and lenticular screen 1h. The parallax barrier 1g is ac- 
ta tive, for example in the form of a liquid crystal type SLM, 
and is arranged to display a plurality of opaque stripes. 
The barrier 1g is controllable to permit the stripes to be 
moved with respect to the lenticular screen 1h between 
a position in which the image of the SLM device 3 can 
is be viewed from a first viewing zone 4a and a position in 
which the image can be viewed from a second viewing 
zone. In particular, during display by the SLM 3 of the 
first of a stereoscopic pair of images, the parallax barrier 
1g is controlled to provide a respective transparent slit 
20 aligned with each lenticule of the sheet 1 h so that light 
from the backlight 1f is imaged in the viewing zone 4a. 
When the other image of the stereoscopic pair is dis- 
played by the SLM 3, the previous slits are made opaque 
and new transmissive slits are formed and cooperate 
25 with the lenticules to image light from the backlight 1 f to 
the viewing zone 4b. 

Figure 7 illustrates an arrangement similar to Figure 
1 but in which the light sources 1 a, 1 b are both switched 
on continuously, one of the light sources emitting light 
30 of a first polarisation whilst the other light source emits 
light of a second orthogonal polarisation, for example by 
using appropriately oriented polarising filters. The SLM 
device 3 includes a first set of pixels which transmit the 
first polarisation, these pixels displaying an image in- 
35 tended for one of the observer's eyes, and a second set 
of pixels which transmit the second polarisation, these 
pixels being controlled to display an image intended for 
the observer's other eye. 

The arrangement illustrated in Figure 8 is equiva- 
40 lent to that of Figure 6 but uses different polarisations 
instead of time-multiplexing, the parallax barrier 1g in- 
cluding regions which transmit light of the first polarisa- 
tion and regions which transmit light of the second or- 
thogonal polarisation instead of having opaque stripes. 
45 in the arrangements illustrated in Figures 7 and 8, 
cross-talk between the two images may be further low- 
ered by using appropriately polarised viewing specta- 
cles, although the use of such spectacles is not essential 
and the display can be viewed without using such spec- 
50 tacles. 

Figure 9a shows an example of the pixel arrange- 
ment of a conventional liquid crystal display for use in 
the SLM device 3. The pixels 5 of the liquid crystal dis- 
play are shaped so as to maximise the useable area of 
55 the liquid crystal material, the unused areas of the liquid 
crystal material being covered by a black mask layer. 
The pixels 5 are of relatively small width, the maximum 
width of each pixel 5 typically being 50 to 100 jam. The 
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shape of the pixels is such that they include regions of 
width 3 to 30 jam which induce diffraction which as illus- 
trated in Figure 1 causes blurring of the edges of the 
viewing zones 4a, 4b and hence may resuft in cross- 
talk. In addition to the shape of the pixels causing such s 
diffraction, the pixels may include opaque lines or other 
opaque features which cause further diffraction. Fur- 
thermore, the pixels may contain refractive index fea- 
tures, for example due to patterning of various layers 
within the device. Such refractive index features cause 
variations in the phase transmission properties of the 
pixel and hence give rise to increased diffract ton. 

Figure 10 illustrates that, if the diffracting element, 
ie the SLM device 3, is omitted, the definition of the view- 
ing zones 4a, 4b is improved, there being less overlap 
between the viewing zones 4a, 4b. Any remaining over- 
lap is caused by the use of an imperfect optical system. 
Such an improvement is advantageous, and hence it is 
advantageous to reduce the amount of diffraction 
caused by the SLM device 3. 

Figure 9b illustrates a liquid crystal display suitable 
for use in the SLM device 3 in which the level of diffrac- 
tion in the horizontal direction is reduced by using pixels 
6 of relatively great width, the pixels 6 illustrated in Fig- 
ure 9b being of width approximately 300 um and height 
approximately 55 um The increase in the width dimen- 
sion of the pixels 6 reduces the amount of spreading of 
light in the width direction induced due to the diffraction 
effect of the pixels. The viewing zones 4a, 4b which are 
achieved using an SLM device 3 including the pixels 6 
of Figure 9b are therefore better defined than is the case 
where the pixels of Figure 9a are used. Thus cross-talk 
can be reduced and the other advantages described 
hereinbefore may be attained. 

Figure 11a illustrates the transmission function typ- 
ical of the pixels 5,6 illustrated in Figure 9 and in most 
SLM's. As indicated in Figure 11a, the amplitude trans- 
mission of each pixel is substantially uniform across its 
complete width and falls sharply to zero at its edges. 
The diffraction pattern which results from using such pix- 
els 5, 6 is represented by Figure 11b which indicates 
that a plurality of fringes are produced at positions 
spaced from the main bright spot at the centre of the 
diffraction pattern which, in use, may spread into an ad- 
jacent viewing zone from which the image intended for 
the observer's other eye is to be viewed. Figures 11c to 
1 1 j illustrate the effect of varying the pixels transmission 
function across its width, and the corresponding chang- 
es to the diffraction pattern, each of the diffraction pat- 
terns for the various shapes of transmission function il- 
lustrating, in broken lines, the diffraction pattern caused 
by the square transmission function illustrated in Figure 
11a. 

Figure 11c illustrates a cosine pixel aperture trans- 
mission function and Figure 11d illustrates the corre- 
sponding diffracted spot intensity profile. The main 
bright spot is broader than for the square transmission 
function of Figure 1 1 a and the fringes are of substantially 



reduced intensity, only the first fringe being visible with 
the scale of Figure 11d. 

The linear sloped function shown in Figure 11 e 
gives rise to the profile shown in Figure 11f and repre- 
sents an improvement over the profile of Figure 11d in 
that the fringes are of even lower intensity. 

Figure 11 g illustrates a flat-topped gaussian edged 
transmission function having the profile shown in Figure 
11h. The main bright spot is again wider than for the 
square function of Figure 11a and the fringes are of re- 
duced intensity and spaced further away from the centre 
of the bright spot. Such a profile gives better light 
throughput than those of Figures 11c or 11 e. 

Figure 1 1 i illustrates a truncated gaussian transmis- 
sion function and Figure 11 j illustrates the correspond- 
ing diffracted spot intensity profile. Again, the main 
bright spot is wider and the fringes are of greatly reduced 
intensity, being effectively invisible on the intensity scale 
used in Figure 11j. 

Clearly, by using an aperture transmission function 
other than the square function illustrated in Figure 11a, 
reductions in the intensity of the fringes spaced from the 
central bright fringe of the diffraction pattern can be 
achieved. 

Figure 12 illustrates three pixels 7 which have been 
modified so as to include, adjacent their side edges, re- 
gions 8 of reduced transmission. The variations in the 
depth of shading of the pixels 7 illustrated in Figure 12 
denote, that over a central region of each pixel 7, max- 
imum transmission occurs, the level of transmission 
gradually falling towards the side edges of the pixels 7 
to a minimum at the edges thereof. The variations in 
transmission may be achieved using a number of differ- 
ent techniques. 

Figure 13 illustrates an SLM device 3 comprising a 
liquid crystal layer 9 which is located between a pair of 
alignment layers 1 0a, 1 0b, dielectric layers 1 1 a, 1 1 b and 
electrodes 12a, 12b. A black mask layer 13 is applied 
to the inside face of a glass substrate, the black mask 
layer 13 being patterned so as to define a plurality of 
pixels each of which is individually controllable by ap- 
plying suitable electric fields thereto using the elec- 
trodes 12a, 12b. 

In this arrangement, the dielectric layers 11a, 11b 
are of substantially uniform thickness, and thus the elec- 
trodes 12a, 12b are substantially equally spaced from 
the liquid crystal layer 9 across its complete width. In 
order to achieve the variations in transmission across 
the width of each pixel, the black mask layer 13 is pat- 
terned so as to include regions of substantially zero 
transmission at the edges of the pixel, the black mask 
layer 1 3 extending partway across each pixel and being 
patterned to permit some transmission therethrough, 
the amount of transmission gradually increasing toward 
the centre of the pixel so that the pixel includes a central 
region of maximum transmission. 

The patterning of the black mask layer 13 may be 
achieved using a suitable lithographic process. Altema- 
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tively, for example, where the black mask layer 13 is 
composed of chrome, the variations in transmission 
properties may be achieved by varying the thickness of 
the chrome layer to include thick regions where the 
transmission is to be minimum and thinner regions 
where some transmission is required. 

Figure 14 illustrates that the variations in transmis- 
sion function could be designed to occur across the 
complete width of the SLM device 3, the variations being 
substantially continuous. Such linking of the transmis- 
sion variations further reduces the formation of higher 
order fringes. Where the transmission function takes a 
sine-squared form, a single off-axis bright fringe is 
formed and, provided the angle of this fringe is well away 
from the adjacent viewing zone, the formation of such a 
fringe does not result in cross-talk. For a display with a 
viewing distance of 700mm intended for use by an ob- 
server having an interocular separation of 65mm, the 
pixel pattern would require a feature size approximately 
6 u,m for strong cross-talk to occur. The typical feature 
size of the pixels of an LCD is of the order of 60 jam or 
more, so strong cross-talk is avoided. 

Clearly, the presence of an arrangement for varying 
the transmission results in some absorption of light, and 
hence in a reduction in display brightness. It is therefore 
necessary to balance the improvements in definition of 
the viewing windows against the reduction in display 
brightness when selecting the transmission properties 
for an LCD. 

The pixel 7 illustrated in Figure 15 comprises a liq- 
uid crystal layer 9 which extends across the complete 
SLM, the layer 9 being located between alignment lay- 
ers 10, dielectric layers 11a, 11b and electrodes 12a, 
1 2b. A conventional black mask layer 1 3 including a plu- 
rality of pixel apertures is applied to the electrode 12a, 
the black mask layer 13 and electrodes 12a, 12b defin- 
ing a grid-like structure of pixels. The dielectric layer 11 
b is of substantially uniform thickness so that the elec- 
trode 1 2b is spaced by a substantially constant distance 
from the liquid crystal material 9. However, the dielectric 
layer 11a is of non-uniform thickness, the thickness of 
the dielectric layer 11a being greatest beneath the ma- 
terial of the black mask layer 1 3 and gradually falling to 
a minimum within each pixel aperture of the black mask 
layer 1 3. The electrode 1 2a is applied directly to the di- 
electric layer 11a, so that the electrode 12a is spaced 
from the liquid crystal material 9 by a greater distance 
beneath the black mask layer 13 than in the centre of 
each pixel 7. 

Where the liquid crystal display is of the normally 
black type, the application of an electric field by the elec- 
trodes 12a, 12b across the liquid crystal material 9 reo- 
rientates the molecules of the liquid crystal material 9 to 
switch the liquid crystal material 9 to its white mode. 
However, the non-uniform spacing of the electrode 12a 
from the liquid crystal material 9 reduces the magnitude 
of the electric field applied to the parts of the liquid crys- 
tal material 9 located adjacent the edges of the aperture 
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of the black mask layer 1 3. Thus by controlling the elec- 
trodes 12a, 12b appropriately, a condition can be 
achieved in which the centre part of the pixel 7 is in its 
white mode whereas the parts of the liquid crystal ma- 
s terial 9 beneath the part of the dielectric layer 11a of in- 
termediate thickness permit transmission of an interme- 
diate amount of light. These parts are thus seen as a 
grey area which is darker adjacent the pixel edges than 
towards the central region of the pixel. As the dielectric 
layer 11a varies smoothly from maximum thickness to 
minimum thickness, the transmission function of the liq- 
uid crystal material 9 varies smoothly from maximum 
where the dielectric layer 11a is of minimum thickness 
to a minimum where the dielectric layer 11a is of maxi- 
mum thickness. 

Glass substrates are provided between which the 
electrodes, dielectric layers, alignment layers, liquid 
crystal material and black mask layer are sandwiched 
to support the various layers forming the LCD. 

In the arrangement illustrated in Figure 16a, sepa- 
rate electrodes are provided to control the operation of 
the central region of each pixel and the edge regions 
thereof. A first electrode 50 is used to control the oper- 
ation of the central region of the pixel, second electrodes 
51 being used to control the operation of the edges 
thereof, insulating layers 52 being located between the 
electrodes 50, 51 . Additional electrodes may be used to 
produce smoother variations in the grey levels formed 
in the liquid crystal material. 

In an alternative arrangement illustrated in Figure 
16b, the black mask layer 13 takes the conventional 
form illustrated in Figure 15, and the electrodes 1 2a, 12b 
are uniformly spaced from the liquid crystal material 9, 
a colour filter layer 13a being provided between the 
black mask layer 13 and electrode 12a in order to pro- 
vide a colour display. The colour filter layer 13a is pat- 
terned so as to include regions adjacent the centres of 
the pixels in which maximum transmission occurs, the 
transmission gradually falling to a minimum adjacent the 
edges of the black mask layer 1 3. 

In each of the embodiments described hereinbe- 
fore, the reduction in diffraction is achieved by varying 
the complex transmission function across the width of 
each pixel. The complex transmission function includes 
both the amplitude transmission properties and the 
phase transmission properties, and in the examples de- 
scribed hereinbefore it is the amplitude transmission 
properties which are varied. However, the reduction in 
diffraction can be achieved by varying either or both of 
the amplitude and phase transmission properties. 

The arrangement illustrated in Figure 17 comprises 
a liquid crystal layer 14 which is sandwiched between a 
pair of alignment layers 15, a pair of dielectric layers 16 
and a pair of electrodes 17 such that the electrodes 17 
are uniformly spaced from the liquid crystal layer 14. A 
phase delay layer 1 8 is located adjacent one of the elec- 
trodes 17, the phase delay layer 18 being patterned so 
as to have a varying effect on the phase of light trans- 
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mrtted through the pixel. A conventional black mask lay- 
er 19 is located adjacent the phase delay layer 18. As 
illustrated in Figure 17, glass substrates 20 are provided 
to support each of the layers of the device as described 
hereinbefore. 

The phase delay layer 18 may be a reactive mes- 
ogen material which can be patterned by serial steps in 
a lithographic process. This material is birefringent so 
the light incident thereon must be linearly polarised at a 
defined angle with respect to the material. Therefore an 
output polariser 18a would be incorporated into the LCD 
device after the LC layer 9 and before the phase delay 
layer 18. This alternative in shown in Figure 18. 

Figure 19 illustrates an embodiment which is similar 
to Figure 17 but in which the phase delay layer 18 is 
omitted, one of the glass substrates 20 being modified 
so as to include a region 21 of graded refractive index, 
the region 21 having the same effect as the phase delay 
layer 18 of the embodiment of Figure 17. The region 21 
may be fabricated by a known ion diffusion technique 
into glass, such a technique currently being used to fab- 
ricate graded refractive index (GRIN) lenses. 

An alternative type of conventional autostereoscop- 
ic display device as shown in Figure 20 includes an SLM 
3 arranged to display an image which comprises the im- 
age intended for the left eye of the observer split into a 
plurality of vertically extending stripes which are inter- 
laced between similar stripes of the image intended to 
be viewed by the observer's right eye. In this display de- 
vice, a parallax barrier 1 g is provided between the SLM 
3 and the observer, the parallax barrier 1g being posi- 
tioned so as to substantially prevent the view intended 
for the observer's right eye being viewed by his left eye 
and vice versa. In addition to any diffraction caused by 
the SLM 3, such an autostereoscopic device suffers 
from similar disadvantages due to diffraction caused by 
the parallax barrier 1g which may be reduced by adjust- 
ing the parallax barrier so as to include regions of vary- 
ing transmission adjacent the edges of the opaque parts 
thereof as illustrated in Figure 21 in which the opaque 
parts of the parallax barrier are by the reference numeral 
22, the high transmission parts denoted by numeral 23, 
and the regions of varying transmission by reference nu- 
meral 24. The variations in transmission may be 
achieved in the parallax barrier using any one of the 
techniques described hereinbefore in relation to the in- 
dividual pixels of a liquid crystal display. 

Although the description given hereinbefore relates 
to the use of the optical device in direct view autostere- 
oscopic devices, it will be recognised that the optical de- 
vice could be used in a number of different applications. 
For example, Figure 22 illustrates a projection type liq- 
uid crystal display system in which light from a light 
source 25 passes through an SLM device 26 and is pro- 
jected through a suitable imaging optical system 27. The 
diffraction caused by the conventional SLM device 26 
results in some of the light transmitted thereby being dif- 
fracted to such an extent that it is not incident upon the 



aperture of the imaging optical system 27. This light is 
therefore lost from the system. By using hexagonal or 
circular pixels, light loss caused by diffraction can be re- 
duced. 

5 If the SLM 26 is replaced by an SLM including the 
optical device of the present application with a complex 
transmission function across each pixel, the level of dif- 
fraction occurring in the SLM is further reduced. Thus 
there is a reduction in the quantity of light lost from the 

w system, more of the light transmitted by the SLM being 
incident on and transmitted through the imaging optical 
system 27. The application of the optical device of the 
present application to liquid crystal projection type sys- 
tems is not limited to the type of system described with 

15 reference to Figure 22, and is equally applicable to the 
arrangement illustrated in Figure 23 which is a three di- 
mensional autostereoscopic projection display compris- 
ing a plurality of light sources 28 which are imaged 
through lens 29 and liquid crystal type SLM 30 to viewing 

20 windows 31 which are located substantially at the aper- 
ture of a projection lens 32 arranged to focus the image 
onto a direction preserving projection screen 33. Such 
a projector not only has improved optical efficiency, but 
also has improved quality viewing windows with relative- 
's |y low levels of cross-talk. 

Figure 24 illustrates a two dimensional directional 
display arranged to restrict the viewing zone so that only 
one observer can observe the image displayed by the 
SLM. Such a display is often described as a 'Privacy 

30 Display' and is particularly suitable for use where sen- 
sitive or confidential information is to be displayed. The 
display device comprises a light source 34 which is im- 
aged through a lens 35 and SLM device 36 to form a 
viewing region 37 from which an image displayed on the 

35 SLM display can be viewed. As with the embodiments 
described hereinbefore, diffraction of light by the SLM 
device 36 results in a blurring of the boundaries of the 
viewing region 37 and thus can be regarded as increas- 
ing the width of the viewing region 37. The use of the 

40 optical device of the present invention in the SLM device 
36 reduces such diffraction, and hence improves the se- 
curity of the display. 

In some circumstances, it may be necessary to be 
able to switch the display device illustrated in Figure 24 

45 between a condition in which it operates as a privacy 
display as illustrated in Figure 24 and a condition in 
which the viewing region 37 is substantially increased 
so as to permit more than one person to view the image 
displayed by the SLM device 36, or to switch a device 

so similar to that of any one of Figures 1 to 8 between a 3D 
autostereoscopic mode and a 2D wide viewing angle 
mode. Such an arrangement may be achieved by using 
the SLM device 36 part of which is illustrated in Figure 
25. The SLM device of Figure 25 comprises a liquid crys- 

55 tal layer 38 which is sandwiched between a pair of align- 
ment layers 39, dielectric layers 40 and electrodes 41 . 
Although not illustrated, each pixel of the SLM 36 is pro- 
vided with means to vary the phase or amplitude trans- 
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mission across the width of the pixel aperture in order 
to reduce diffraction caused by that pixel using any of 
the techniques described hereinbefore. 

The upper electrode 41 is provided with an addition- 
al dielectric layer 42, and a further electrode 43 is pro- 
vided on the dielectric layer 42. A conventional black 
mask layer 44 is provided on the additional electrode 
43, the combination of black mask, electrodes, dielectric 
layer, alignment layers and liquid crystal being located 
between and supported by two glass substrates 45. 

The upper electrodes 41 and 43 are shaped as il- 
lustrated in Figure 26 so as to take the form of two com- 
plimentary interdigitated or comb-like electrodes. In use, 
where the display is intended to be viewed by a single 
observer or in 3D mode, both electrodes 41 and 43 are 
used. However, where a normally black-mode display is 
intended to be viewed simultaneously by two or more 
observers in 2D mode the upper electrode 43 is 
switched off so that only the electrode 41 is used. In 
these circumstances, stripes of the liquid crystal mate- 
rial 38 exist which are subject to a relatively low electrical 
field compared to the remainder thereof, and the result 
is that the liquid crystal material 38 includes stripes 
which are opaque, and stripes which may be substan- 
tially transparent which are used to display the desired 
image. The existence of the narrow, opaque stripes re- 
sults in an increase in diffraction occurring within the 
SLM device 36 so that light transmitted by the SLM de- 
vice is spread over a relatively wide area enabling a plu- 
rality of observers to observe the displayed image. 

The same effect can be achieved if one of the elec- 
trodes is replaced by a continuous electrode such as 43 
as illustrated in Figure 27, the comb-like electrode 41 
being used in 2D mode and the continuous electrode 
being used in security or 3D mode. A normally white- 
mode display can operate similarly but requires different 
electrical driving signals. For the case illustrated in Fig- 
ure 26, the upper electrode 43 is driven to create dark 
regions underneath the electrode pattern, the other 
electrode 41 being used as normal to produce the de- 
sired image. For the electrode arrangement illustrated 
in Figure 27, in 2D mode the comb-like electrode 41 is 
driven to form opaque lines in the liquid crystal layer, the 
continuous electrode 43 alone being used in 3D or pri- 
vacy mode. 

As an alternative to the use of the patterned elec- 
trodes illustrated in Figures 26 and 27, the switchable 
display may include a plurality of pixels divided into first 
and second sets. The pixels of the first set are used 
when the display is operating in three dimensional auto- 
stereoscopic mode or in a mode where only one observ- 
er is to be able to observe the image displayed by the 
SLM device. The pixels of the second set of pixels are 
used when a two dimensional view is to be displayed 
which can be viewed by a plurality of observers simul- 
taneously. Such an arrangement is illustrated in Figure 
28a. It will be recognised from Figure 28a that the sec- 
ond set of pixels to be used when more than one ob- 



server is to be able to observe the displayed image is 
provided with a repeating series of opaque lines of pitch 
1 -5 uin which results in a relatively high level of diffrac- 
tion. The first set of pixels to be used when only one 

5 observer is to be able to observe the displayed image 
or where an autostereoscopic three dimensional image 
is to be displayed does not include such a set of lines. 
As described hereinbefore, the high level of diffraction 
caused when the pixels are used with the series of 

10 opaque lines results in the image being viewable over 
a relatively large area. 

Figure 28b illustrates an alternative arrangement in 
which all of the pixels are provided with a series of 
opaque lines which results in diffraction occurring. The 

15 lines are oriented so as to extend horizontally when the 
pixels are to be used to display a three dimensional ster- 
eoscopic image or where the display is being used in 
circumstances where only a single observer is to be able 
to observe the displayed image. Switching of the device 

20 to enable viewing by more than one observer is 
achieved by rotating the SLM containing the pixels by 
90° so that the opaque lines extend in the vertical direc- 
tion. The diffraction caused by the presence of the lines 
then occurs in the horizontal direction rather than in the 

25 vertical direction as is the case when the display device 
is arranged to display a three dimensional autostereo- 
scopic image. The increase in the diffraction in the hor- 
izontal direction results in the image being spread over 
a relatively large area and hence enables more than one 

30 observer to view the image simultaneously. 

Figure 29 illustrates an additional technique for min- 
imizing diffraction in a particular direction, this technique 
being to provide pixels shaped so that the main diffrac- 
tion orders occur out of the chosen direction. Where the 

35 SLM including the pixels is to be used in a 3D autoster- 
eoscopic application, diffraction in the horizontal direc- 
tion causes cross-talk as described hereinbefore. By 
providing diamond shaped pixels 60 as illustrated in Fig- 
ure 29, diffraction in the horizontal direction can be re- 

40 duced, the majority of the bright fringes occurring in a 
plane extending at 45° to the horizontal thereby reduc- 
ing their horizontal extent by a factor of 1/V2. A similar 
effect can be achieved using rhombus shaped pixels. 
The transmission function of the arrangement of Figure 

45 29 is modified as hereinbefore described so that the total 
diffraction caused by the pixels is reduced. Thus the dif- 
fraction in the desired plane is reduced further. 

The arrangement of Figure 30 is intended for use in 
a switchable display intended to operate in either a se- 

50 curity mode or a relatively wide viewing angle 2D mode. 
Such a display is achieved using an SLM 65 backlit by 
a light source 66. A panel 68 of material having photo- 
chromic stripes provided thereon is located between the 
light source 66 and the SLM 65. The photochromic ma- 

ss terial of the stripes is substantially transparent other 
than when UV light is incident thereon, whereupon the 
stripes become opaque to visible light. A U V light source 
69 is located adjacent the light source 66, and a UV ab- 
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sorbent panel 70 is located between the panel 68 and 
the SLM 65. 

In use, in security mode, the UV light source 69 is 
switched off so that the panel 68 is substantially trans- 
parent to visible light. An observer located in a relatively 
narrow viewing window is then able to view the image 
displayed by the SLM 65. In wide angle mode, the UV 
light source 69 is switched on, so that the photochrome 
material of the panel 68 becomes opaque. The panel 68 
therefore includes a plurality of opaque stripes which 
cause diffraction of light transmitted through the panel 
68 and hence spread the light over a relatively large ar- 
ea. The panel 70 filters out the UV lights to prevent the 
U V light being transmitted to the LCD. The observer can 
now view the image displayed by the SLM 65 from a 
wide range of angles. 

Figure 31 illustrates an arrangement similar to that 
of Figure 30 but in which the panel 68 and UV light 
source 69 are omitted, and instead an additional SLM 
72 is provided, the SLM 72 being arranged to include a 
plurality of stripes which are switchable between a state 
in which the complete SLM 72 is substantially transpar- 
ent and a state in which the SLM 72 displays a plurality 
of opaque stripes separated by substantially transpar- 
ent stripes. In use, in security mode, the SLM 72 is sub- 
stantially transparent, the opaque stripes being used to 
cause diffraction when the display is to be used in wide 
angle display mode. 

The amount of diffraction caused by a pixel is de- 
pendent upon the wavelength of light transmitted there- 
through. Where the invention is used in a colour SLM, 
the transmission function for each pixel may be tuned 
dependent upon the wavelength of light to be transmit- 
ted by that pixel in order to optimise the change in dif- 
fraction. 

Figure 32 illustrates an embodiment in which each 
picture element is modified so as to include varying com- 
plex transmission properties in both the lateral direction 
of the device and a direction extending normal to the 
lateral direction. The transmission properties may be 
varied using any of the techniques described hereinbe- 
fore, and either the phase or the amplitude transmission 
properties, or a combination of the two, may be varied. 

Figure 33 illustrates an optical device 80 which 
forms part of a projection display based on diffraction 
techniques and using a Schlieren optical system (not 
shown). This type of display is disclosed in European 
Patent Application No. 97303990.2. The optical device 
80 comprises a plurality of pixels each of which is con- 
trolled to be in either a state 1 or a state 2. The effect of 
a pixel 81 in the state 1 on input light 82 is illustrated in 
Figure 33. In this state, the pixel 81 transmits the input 
light 82 with minimum attenuation and ideally with no 
deflection or diffraction so that the majority of the light 
leaves the pixel as shown at 83. 

A pixel in the diffractive state 2 is illustrated at 84. 
The pixel 84 receives input light 85 and acts as a phase- 
only diffraction grating into the non-zero diffraction or- 



ders. As illustrated by way of example in Figure 33, the 
output light 86 from the pixel 84 is diffracted mainly into 
one of the first diffraction orders. 

The Schlieren optical system is arranged so that un- 
5 diffracted light is blocked by a field stop. Whereas dif- 
fracted light is collected by a lens for projection, for in- 
stance onto a viewing screen. However, as illustrated at 
87 in Figure 33, the effects of diffraction in the pixel 81 
in the non -diffractive state 1 are such that light is diffract- 
ed into non-zero diffraction orders and some of it passes 
to the optical system. This results in a reduction of the 
contrast radio of light projected from the pixels in the 
different states. 

In order to reduce or eliminate unwanted diffraction 
and hence improve the contrast ratio of the display, the 
optical device 80 includes any of the techniques de- 
scribed hereinbefore for reducing the effects of diffrac- 
tion. In particular, each pixel aperture has a fixed or stat- 
ic complex transmission profile which reduces diffracted 
light and increases non -diffracted light i.e. light "diffract- 
ed* into the zero order. 



Claims 

25 

1, An optical device comprising a plurality of picture 
elements, characterised in that each picture ele- 
ment has an aperture whose complex transmission 
properties vary across the aperture so as to reduce 

30 light diffracted into at least one non-zero diffraction 
order and to increase light in the zero diffraction or- 
der, where the complex transmission properties 
comprise at least one of amplitude and phase trans- 
mission properties. 

35 

2. A device as claimed in Claim 1 , characterised in that 
the complex transmission properties vary in a later- 
al direction of the device. 

40 3. A device as claimed in Claim 2, characterised in that 
the amplitude transmission properties of each pic- 
ture element are varied in the lateral direction of the 
device by absorbent and/or reflective means (13, 
1 3a) arranged to absorb and/or reflect light incident 

45 thereon, the absorption/reflection properties of the 
absorbent and/or reflection means varying in the 
lateral direction of the device. 

4. A device as claimed in Claim 3, characterised in that 
so the complex transmission properties of each aper- 
ture are passive and fixed irrespective of the active 
state of the picture element. 

5. A device as claimed in Claim 4, characterised in that 
ss the absorbent and/or reflective means comprises a 

patterned colour filter (13a). 

6. A device as claimed in Claim 4, characterised in that 
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the absorbent and/or reflective means comprises a 
patterned black mask layer (1 3). 

7. A device as claimed in Claim 6, characterised in that 
the black mask layer (13) is patterned using a lith- 
ographic technique. 

8. A device as claimed in Claim 6, characterised in that 
the black mask layer (13) is of varying thickness. 

9. A device as claimed in C laim 3, characterised in that 
the absorbent and/or reflective means comprises a 
liquid crystal layer (9) constituting the picture ele- 
ments having varying amplitude transmission prop- 
erties in the lateral direction of the device. 

1 0. A device as claimed in Claim 9, characterised by an 
electrode (12a) spaced by a varying distance from 
the liquid crystal layer (9), a dielectric layer (11a) of 
varying thickness being provided between the elec- 
trode (12a) and the liquid crystal layer (9). 

11 . A device as claimed in Claim 9, characterised in that 
each picture element has a first electrode (50) ar- 
ranged to control the amplitude transmission of a 
first region of the picture element, and a second 
electrode (51) arranged to control the amplitude 
transmission of a second region of the picture ele- 
ment adjacent the first region. 

12. A device as claimed in any one of Claims 2 to 11, 
characterised by phase variation means (18, 21 ) for 
varying the phase transmission across each picture 
element in the lateral direction of the device. 

13. A device as claimed in Claim 12, characterised in 
that the phase variation means comprises a glass 
substrate (20) including a region (21 ) of graded re- 
fractive index. 

1 4. A device as claimed in any one Claims 2 to 1 3, char- 
acterised in that the phase and/or amplitude trans- 
mission properties vary continuously in the lateral 
direction of the device. 

15. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding 
claims 2 to 14, characterised in that the picture el- 
ements (60) are shaped so as to produce diffraction 
in a direction other than the lateral direction of the 
device. 

16. A device as claimed in Claim 15, characterised in 
that the picture elements (60) are of diamond 
shape. 

17. A device as claimed in Claim 15, characterised in 
that the picture elements are of rhombus shape. 



18. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding 
claims, characterised by diffraction inducing means 
(41, 43, 68-70, 72) for selectively inducing diffrac- 
tion in the lateral direction of the device. 

5 

19. A device as claimed in Claim 18, characterised in 
that the diffraction inducing means comprises a liq- 
uid crystal layer (38) arranged to be controlled by a 
first comb-like electrode (41) to form substantially 

10 opaque lines in the liquid crystal layer (38). 

20. A device as claimed in Claim 19, characterised by 
comprising a second comb-like electrode (43) ar- 
ranged to counteract the effect of the first comb-like 

is electrode (41). 

21. A device as claimed in Claim 19, characterised by 
a continuous electrode (43) arranged to be used in- 
stead of the first comb-like electrode (41 ) when dif- 

20 fraction in the lateral direction is to be minimised. 

22. A device as claimed in Claim 18, characterised by 
a first set of picture elements and a second set of 
picture elements, the second set of picture ele- 

25 ments being provided with the diffraction inducing 
means in the form of a series of substantially 
opaque stripes. 

23. A device as claimed in Claim 18, characterised in 
30 that the diffraction inducing means comprises a 

panel provided with a series of substantially opaque 
stripes, the panel being rotatable between a posi- 
tion in which diffraction in the lateral direction of the 
device is minimised and a high diffraction position. 

35 

24. A device as claimed in Claim 18, characterised in 
that the diffraction inducing means comprises a 
panel (68) provided with stripes of photochromic 
material, and a radiation source (69) arranged to 

40 emit radiation of a wavelength to which the photo- 
chromic material is sensitive. 

25. A device as claimed in Claim 24, characterised in 
that the photochromic material is sensitive to ultra- 

45 violet light. 

26. A device as claimed in Claim 18, characterised in 
that the diffraction inducing means comprises a 
spatial light modulator (72) controllable to be sub- 

50 stantially transparent or to display a plurality of sub- 
stantially opaque stripes. 

27. A device as claimed in Claim 26, characterised in 
that the spatial light modulator (72) is a liquid crystal 

ss display. 

28. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding 
claims, characterised in that the complex transmis- 
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sion properties vary in a direction normal to the lat- 
eral direction of the device. 

29. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding 
claims, characterised by comprising a spatial light 
modulator. 

30. A device as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 28, 
characterised by comprising a parallax barrier. 

31. A directional display characterised by comprising a 
device as claimed in any one of the preceding 
claims. 

32. A display as claimed in Claim 31 , characterised in 
that the display is an autostereoscopic display. 

33. A directional display comprising a display device 
(65) for displaying an image which is visible in a pre- 
determined viewing region, characterised by dif- 
fraction inducing means (41 , 43, 58-70, 72) for se- 
lectively inducing diffraction so as to make the im- 
age visible outside the predetermined viewing re- 
gion. 

34. A display as claimed in Claim 33, characterised in 
that diffraction inducing means (41, 43, 68-70, 72) 
is arranged to induce diffraction in the lateral direc- 
tion of the device. 

35. A display as claimed in Claim 33 or 34, character- 
ised in that the diffraction inducing means compris- 
es a liquid crystal layer (38) of the display device 
arranged to be controlled by a first comb-like elec- 
trode (41) to form substantially opaque lines in the 
liquid crystal layer (38). 

36. A display as claimed in Claim 35, characterised by 
a second comb-like electrode (43) arranged to 
counteract the effect of the first comb-like electrode 
(41). 

37. A display as claimed in Claim 35, characterised by 
a continuous electrode (43) arranged to be used in- 
stead of the first comb-like electrode (41 ) when dif- 
fraction is to be minimised. 

38. A display as claimed in Claim 33, characterised by 
a first set of picture elements and a second set of 
picture elements, the second set of picture ele- 
ments being provided with the diffraction inducing 
means in the form of a series of substantially 
opaque stripes. 

39. A display as claimed in Claim 33, characterised in 
that the diffraction inducing means comprises a se- 
ries of substantially opaque stripes formed on the 
display device, the display device being rotatable 



between a position in which diffraction laterally of 
the display is minimised and a high diffraction posi- 
tion. 

s 40. A display as claimed in Claim 33. characterised in 
that the diffraction inducing means comprises a 
panel (68) provided with stripes of photochromic 
material and a radiation source (69) arranged to 
emit radiation of a wavelength to which the photo- 

10 chromic material is sensitive. 

41. A display as claimed in Claim 40, characterised in 
that the photochromic material is sensitive to ultra- 
violet light. 

15 

42. A display as claimed in Claim 33, characterised in 
that the diffraction inducing means comprises a 
spatial light modulator (72) controllable to be sub- 
stantially transparent or to display a plurality of sub- 

20 stantially opaque stripes. 

43. A display as claimed in Claim 42, characterised in 
that the spatial light modulator (72) is a liquid crystal 
display. 

25 
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FIG 32 A set of pixel apertures with amplitude 
transmission profiles in both horizontal and vertical 
dimensions to minimise diffractive spreading in both 
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